
The following is the weekly communications briefing for the week ending 8-20-21 on behalf of Dr. 
Cash.   

Dear Colleagues:  

This year due to COVID safety protocols, each high school conducted its own summer graduation.  
The International Preparatory Class of 2021 was joined by four additional graduates after the 
Summer School Graduation ceremony today.  Principal Ella Dunne was pleased to be joined by 
Superintendent Dr. Kriner Cash as diplomas were presented to Katelyn Chambers, Ahniya Mitchell, 
Machozi Naecha and Dean Russell Jr.  Principal Dunne stressed the historic adversity these 
students have overcome to earn the life changing milestone of a high school diploma.  The 
partnership between the Buffalo Public Schools and the City of Buffalo allowed for two of the 
graduates to be a part of the "Earn to Learn" initiative.  Ahniya Mitchell and Dean Russel Jr. were 

both paid through the Mayor's Summer Youth Program to attend, work hard, and pass essential 
Summer School classes.  This incentive and support allowed them to complete all the classes they 
needed to earn the credits for graduation.  The gathered family members and school staff 
expressed deep pride in these four young adults as they now become alumni headed for an 
amazing future. 
 

      
 
MST held a beautiful August ceremony in their bright and sunny courtyard.  It was the perfect 
way to celebrate the success of the 8 students who completed graduation requirements and 
who are now headed off into the world to do great things!  Along with the August graduation, 
Larrinsha Johnson, an MST student who was lost through violence was issued an honorary 
diploma.  Larrinsha’s mother was present to share in the celebration.  There was a tree 
dedication in Larrinsha’s name to add to the beautiful courtyard.  
 

    
 



Xavier Tirado, a senior at MST Prep High School, is a prime example of the positive benefits the 

Mayor Summer Youth “Earn as You Learn” Program is having on students.  Xavier was first 
highlighted in the brief on August 6th.  With the Earn as You Learn program, Xavier was able to 
attend school this summer while earning money that he would normally earn elsewhere to pay 
bills for everyday life. With this opportunity you can see the sense of pride as his family poses in 
celebration of Xavier’s hard work.  The Mayor Summer Youth “Earn as You Learn” Program 
motivated him to stay focused to earn his diploma and move on to bigger life goals.  We salute 
you, Xavier, for making the most of your summer opportunity!  And we thank You, Mayor Brown, 
for continuing to invest in our young people’s success. 
 

    
 
This week also included graduation ceremonies for Emerson, South Park H.S., Hutch Tech, and 

Middle Early College.  Graduations scheduled for next week are The Academy, BAVPA, Burgard, 
McKinley, The New Buffalo School of Culinary Art & Hospitality, and Pathways. 
  
At the August Board Meeting, The Hutch Tech JROTC was honored with an incredible First Place 
in the 2021 Leadership and Academic Bowl National Competition in Washington DC.  The Hutch 
Tech JROTC Leadership Team includes Anusha Adhikari, Zoe Schenk, Noor Albadri, LawBah Htoo, 
and MahNer Soe.  They were led by their JROTC instructor, First Sergeant Steven B. Frazier.  The 
Hutch Tech JROTC Leadership & Academic Bowl team saw success due to the dedication to 
scholarly academics and to acquiring critical skills for leadership and life.  
   

The JROTC Leadership & Academic Bowl is a national academic competition created exclusively 
for JROTC students.  By participating, cadets learn the values of citizenship, leadership, academic 
competition, and college opportunity.  This annual event is one of JROTC’s biggest events and 
reinforces the importance of STEM in today’s classroom curricula.  For this culminating 
competition, Junior Reserve Officers' Training Corps Cadets from across the country competed in 
contests of knowledge and skill against other cadets on the campus of the Catholic University of 
America from July 19-26.  What a splendid achievement, cadets!  We are so proud of you!   
 

 



 

This week, the Board of Education recognized the outstanding achievements of our students 
during this summer's special arts camps.  The Woke Words and Mural Mania camps were featured 
and described by District Arts Director, Michelle Agosto.  Pictured with her are Woke Words 
champions Iris and Faith Barrera who shared their beautiful poetry with us.  Their proud parents, 
Freddy and Mary Barrera, joined us in celebrating the program. 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Stay safe and enjoy your weekend! 
 
Dr. Kriner Cash 
Superintendent 


